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» The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is spedfied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing- date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 May 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-31 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) ^ 

1 ) IS Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten^iew Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTC)-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 6) O Other: . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mall Date 20060807 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornis the basis for ail 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 9-18, 20-28, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Lynch et al. (US 5,938,748). 



As per claims 1-7, 9-18, 20-28, and 31, Lynch teaches a method for a real-time 
data read/write circular buffer (20), comprising: capturing real-time data events from a 
nondetemiinistic data bus; transferring said captured data events to a region (either a 
write portion or a read portion) of a data event buffer as portions of said captured data 
events become available; accessing said data event buffer to process said captured 
data events without stopping said transferring. Lynch specifically teaches using a DMA 
controller to continuously transfer data from one buffer portion (23) to another buffer 
portion (25) when it is detected that one of said portion is full. (col. 2, Jines 45-col. 3, 
lines 1-39, col. 7, lines 27-51) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the 
time the invention was made that Lynch's use of a first portion and second portion 
would be equivalent to a first buffer region and a second buffer region, because Lynch 
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teaches a circular buffer divided into two portions that allows continuous on the fly data 
transfer via the DMA controller. 

As per claims 8, 19, and 29, Lynch does not expressly teach wherein processed 
data events are shown real time via a display. However, Lynch does teach real-time 
monitoring by network administrators via host computer, 100. Therefore, one of ordinary 
skill would readily recognize that some sort of display means could be used during the 
monitoring process. (Fig.7) 

As per claims 5, 16, and 26, Lynch does not teach wherein the nondeterministic 
data bus conforms to the IEEE-488 GPIB standard. Nonetheless, one of ordinary skill 
would readily recognize that the IEEE-488 GPIB standard is well known in the art, 
thereby making use of this type of bus obvious to one of ordinary skill. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammara Peyton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4157. The examiner can nomrially be reached between 6:30 - 4:00 from Monday 
to Thursday, (I am off every first Friday), and 6:30-3:00 every second Friday. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone' number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 
Mailed responses to this action should be sent to: 



Faxes for Official/formal (After Final) communications or for informal or draft 
communications (please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") sent to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
USTPO, Randolph Building, Customer Service Window 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria. VA 22314. 

TAMMARA PEYTON 
PWMAFY EXAMINER _ ^ 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231. 



(571)273-8300 



Tammara Peyton 
August 8, 2006 




